
Frequently Asked Questions FAQ
1. Why was there a proposal to change the voting
process?
The City of Stanton received a certified letter from Mr. Kevin 
Shenkman, an attorney with the Malibu-based law firm of 
Shenkman & Hughes.  The letter asserted that the City's at-
large electoral system diluted the ability of Latinos (a protected 
class) to elect candidates of their choice or otherwise influence 
the outcome of the City's council elections.  As a result, the 
letter asserted that the City's at-large electoral system was in 
violation of the California Voting Rights Act.  Mr. Shenkman 
claimed "polarized voting" was occurring and threatened 
litigation if the City declined to voluntarily convert to district-
based elections for the City Council.  Over the past several 
years, cities, school districts, and community college districts 
throughout the State have been changing from at-large to 
district-based elections to comply with the California Voting 
Rights Act of 2001 and/or to avoid litigation.  Agencies that 
have attempted to defend their at-large election systems have 
incurred significant legal costs.  A few examples of the legal 
costs that other cities paid defending their at-large systems:  
Palmdale $4.7 million, Modesto $3 million, Anaheim $1.1 
million, Santa Barbara $600,000, and West Covina $220,000.  
The City Council decided to take advantage of recent 
legislation AB 350.  The key provisions of AB 350 afforded the 
City an additional 90 days to comply before a lawsuit could be 
filed as it was safe harbored from litigation throughout the 
public hearing and ordinance process.

3. What is the Voting Rights Act and why is it
important?
The Voting Rights Act is federal legislation adopted in the 1960s 
protecting the rights of all citizens to participate in the voting 
process.  This legislation has provisions ensuring 
underrepresented groups have equal opportunities for voting 
and representation.  The California Voting Rights Act has 
additional provisions with the purpose of ensuring equal access 
to voting and representation.  All City activities used to create 
these newly formed voting districts will follow and comply with 
both the spirit and letter of the law, including those laid out by 
both the federal and state Voting Rights Acts.

4. What are district-based elections?

“By-district” elections is a system which carves the city into 
geographic districts, where each Council Member must 
reside within the designated district boundary and is 
elected only by those voters within that district.

6. Why "by-district" voting rather than “at-large” 
voting? 
District elections allow City Council representation across 
defined geographic sections of the City, providing 
opportunities for representation in communities that may not 
always have had a Council Member from their neighborhood.  
Those communities and areas which believe they have issues 
unique to them may choose their own representation within 
those district boundaries. 
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5. What is a directly-elected Mayor?

A directly-elected Mayor is elected by voters from across the 
city, and may live anywhere within the city limits.  The office 
of an elected mayor in a general law city has all the same 
powers and duties as a City Council member and would also 
make all appointments to boards, commissions, and 
committees (unless otherwise specified by state law) subject 
to the approval of the Council.2. What was the timeline for this change?

The districting process timeline is prescribed by the California 
Elections Code, Section 10010.  The City had a 45 day period 
from the receipt of the certified letter to consider if it desired to 
transition to election by districts and to adopt a resolution 
indicating so.  Once the City Council adopted a resolution 
indicating its intent to transition to districts, the City had only 
90 days to do so.  In order to stay within the State’s safe harbor 
protections and avoid potentially costly legal exposure in the 
event of a California Voting Rights Act challenge, the process 
had to be completed within a short 90-day window.



8. What is a community of interest?
A community of interest is any distinctive area within the City 
that has a definable group of people, unique geography or 
some other distinguishable feature or characteristic that it 
would be undesirable to divide in the creation of voting 
districts.  Some of those may have already been clearly 
established and others could have been defined as a result of 
the process.

9. When will these new districts take effect?
The new voting districts will immediately take effect.  
However, the first election to be held using these newly 
formed districts would occur in November 2018.  The next 
General Municipal Election will be held on Tuesday, November 
6, 2018 for the following Offices:  Mayor at Large; Council 
District 1 and Council District 3.  Council District 2 and Council 
District 4 will vote to elect their City Council Member 
representative in 2020.

10. How will creating voting districts affect me?
Beginning in 2018, residents in the City of Stanton will have the 
opportunity to vote for a candidate who runs in the district in 
which they live and for the directly-elected Mayor.  Once 
elected, these City Council Members will provide direct 
representation for the unique population, issues and 
challenges found within each of the districts.

11. Where can I learn more about the process and
get additional information?

The City has established a webpage at 
www.ci.stanton.ca.us under District Elections.  All 
information and project materials can be found on the 
website for your review.  You can also e-mail the City Clerk 
with questions that you may have at 
pvazquez@ci.stanton.ca.us or via direct mail to: 

City of Stanton
Attn: Patricia A. Vazquez, City Clerk 
7800 Katella Avenue
Stanton, CA 90680 

For additional information, please call (714) 890-4245.
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7. What was the process for creating voting districts?

The process had a technical and community input component 
completed in tandem to define and create the best 
recommendation for creating the district boundaries.  The 
technical process required the formation of nearly equal 
districts based on population.  However, secondary factors also 
played a major role which assisted the City in developing 
district boundaries in compliance with both the California 
Voting Rights Act and Federal Voting Rights Act which 
included: topography, geography, cohesiveness, contiguity, 
compactness, integrity of territory, and communities of 
interest.  

Community participation was vital to ensure proper formation 
of the districts.  An assortment of materials and public notices 
were distributed and publically posted and made available 
through the regular agenda process in English, Korean, Spanish, 
and Vietnamese to reach as large a demographic population as 
possible.  These materials/public notices were also included on 
the City’s website, in the City’s Community News and Activities 
Guide, and broadcasted on Stanton’s Channel 3.  Other social 
media communication tools were also utilized to inform and 
engage the public throughout the technical process.  This also 
included a minimum of five public hearings, which served as an 
opportunity for interested individuals to provide direct input on 
boundary lines and the districting process as a whole.
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